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	Round date: Round 5 – Sandown 
	Heading p01: CHAMPIONSHIP LEADERS!
	Text p01 column 01: Mark Winterbottom has pulled out a 52 point lead in the V8 Supercar Championship Series after finishing second at Sandown International this weekend.

The result, along with team-mate Steve Richards’ 13th place, means Ford Performance Racing also remains ahead of Triple 8 in the team championship after five rounds.

“It’s the first time FPR has led the championship and we’re excited about how we’re going,” said Frosty, who drives the #5 Orrcon Ford Credit FPR Falcon. “It’s a great feeling; it’s an achievement in itself.”

The racing was hard work for both drivers, who struggled with grip in the greasy conditions.

“Towards the end of race three 
	Text p01 column 02: Richo, meanwhile, finished ninth in the #6 Castrol FPR Falcon.

“The car didn’t have enough drive exiting some corners to make a pass,” said Richo. “It was very fast on its own, but when you were behind you couldn’t make any impression. That’s the way it goes. We’ve got to have a weekend where luck flies our flag.”
	Text p01 column 03: there were spots of rain," said WInterbottom. "It was nearly dark so the risk of going off was quite high. It wasn’t dangerous but it was just hard to judge how wet it was.”

Light rain fell throughout yesterday’s first race, accentuating the FPR Falcons' under steer at certain parts of the track. Frosty struggled to hold position and slipped to sixth from second on the grid. Richo made up seven places over the 39-lap race to finish 16th but was left battle-scarred after some fierce racing.

The last race saw a much stronger set-up and Winterbottom launched off the grid to run second after three laps. A win looked likely after the 27-year-old leap-frogged James Courtney on the pit stop, but Jamie Whincup returned the favour to snatch his second win of the weekend. 
	Pointscore: RACE ONE
Frosty 2 / Richo 23

RACE TWO
Frosty 6 / Richo 16

RACE THREE
Frosty 2 / Richo 9
	Text p02 column briefs: Mark Winterbottom was this weekend announced as ambassador for the Formula Ford Championship. Mark, who finished second in the 2002 FF Championship, will conduct mentoring sessions throughout the season with the young drivers, offering the benfit of his experience.

Melbourne band, The Getaway Plan, performed their hit single 'Where the City Meets the Sea' as part of the Midas 400 long weekend of entertainment.

Mark Winterbottom and Jamie Whincup are the only two V8 Supercar drivers to have ever registered a lap in the 1m9s around Sandown. Both dipped below the 1m10s benchmark in qualifying, although Frosty was unable to replicate his second session time in the top=10 shoot out, giving Whincup pole position.

Steve Richards' kids, Priya (6) and Clay (8), were trackside to support their dad this weekend. The pair spent most of their time racing each other behind the pit lane complex. 
	Heading p02: FALCON PANICS CATS!!
	Text p02 column 01: AFL hard men, Matthew Stokes and Mark Blake, got a fright at Sandown International this weekend when Steve Richards showed them the limit in his #6 Castrol FPR Falcon.

The Ford-sponsored Geelong AFL players were fresh from victory against North Melbourne but said all the footy training in the world would not have prepared them for a fast lap with Richo.
	Heading p03: FORD'S NEW FPR-BUILT SUPERCAR
	Text p02 column 02: “That was a bit scarier than being on a footy field!” said Stokes. "You’ve just got to rely on the harness and relax but that’s a bit hard when you think you’re going to crash at every corner! It was pretty intimidating.”

Blake added: “It was unbelievable. I couldn’t keep the smile off my face.  The speed they go around corners and keep control is just awesome."
	Text p02 column 03: Ford’s new FG V8 race car made its public debut at Sandown this weekend after Ford Performance Racing completed the prototype.

FPR undertook the overall design and build of FG-01, which is based on Ford’s recently launched FG Falcon XR8 sedan road car.

“FG-01 signifies a fresh look for the Fords,” said FPR Team Principal, Tim Edwards, who worked with other Ford teams to finalise the design process. “The best way to describe it is that it’s much more aggressive. I think everyone will be really pleased.

“FPR has invested a lot of time and intellectual property into the car for the benefit of all Ford teams and we hope they are all pleased with what we’ve achieved.”

The car will now undergo homologation by V8 officials. “The FG-01 has been in development for over 18 months,” said Ford Racing Manager, Ray Price. “It’s 
	Text p02 column 04: great that we have been able to get FG01 out on track so quickly off the back of revealing the new model Falcons”

FPR currently plans to debut the FG in '09
	Next Round Date: July 04 - 06
	Next Round No: Rd 06 – Darwin


