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	Round date: Round 6 - Darwin 
	Heading p01: RICHO & FPR VICTORIOUS 
	Text p01 column 01: Steve Richards has stormed to victory at Hidden Valley Raceway in a weekend of V8 Supercar Championship firsts for Ford Performance Racing.

The team registered its first 1-2 qualifying, Richo’s first round win in a Ford and FPR’s first-ever 1-2 round result at the Darwin track in a drama-filled weekend that saw both Richo and team-mate Mark Winterbottom take race wins.

“I’m absolutely rapt with today’s result and I’m sure from here we’re going to get consistently better,” said Richo. “For me, it’s how a team handles its defeats not its victories that makes the difference and this is the best team I’ve ever been involved with. We go away, assess and bounce back and if you can keep doing that you get a pretty efficient car.”
	Text p01 column 02: After the team scored a one-two finish in Saturday’s first race, Richo looked to have secured the top spot in Sunday’s opener before a safety car was called out nine laps before the chequered flag to retrieve a Holden flag from the circuit. The decision cost the #6 Castrol FPR driver his four-second advantage and a gear problem on the re-start cost him the lead. 
	Text p01 column 03: Fired up by the disappointment, Richo blasted off the grid to snatch the lead from Tander in race three, Frosty following through. The pair held rank for the entire race in the blistering Northern Territory heat to complete a sensational weekend for FPR.

“The car’s straight, we’ve got a heap of points and the weekend has been great!” said Frosty, who drives the #5 Orrcon Ford Credit FPR Falcon. “Being beaten by your team mate is a pretty good feeling; this result is going to move us to a new level as a team.”

Team Principal Tim Edwards added: "I can’t praise all the drivers and staff of FPR enough; this has been three years in the making and this result is an outstanding achievement. It’s a proud moment for FPR; a truly terrific result.”
	Pointscore: RACE ONE
MW 1st / SR 2nd

RACE TWO
SR 2nd / MW 3rd

RACE THREE
SR 1st / MW 2nd
	Text p02 column briefs: The Dawin heat was not as fierce as it could have been this weekend at Hidden Valley Raceway, with top temperatures in the low 30 degrees. In the race car cabin, however, the drivers were subjected to nearly double that. Measures to reduce the heat included a cool vest, worn underneath the race suit, with iced water pumped through integral tubing.

Mark Winterbottom registered his fastest-ever start in the first race of the weekend. The 27-year-old launched off the grid to beat team-mate Steve Richards to turn one and maintain his lead.

Before this weekend, Ford Performance Racing had recorded one 1-2 result. It was race one of the Symmons Plains round in 2006 with Jason Bright leading Mark Winterbottom home after starting third and fifth on the grid respectively.

FPR's 1-2 qualifying result is the first in its six-year history. The next best was a 1-3 start at Pukeohe last year, with Frosty on pole.
	Heading p02: FORD CONFIRMS '09 PLANS
	Text p02 column 01: Ford Australia this weekend announced its ongoing investment in V8 Supercar racing for 2009.

From the beginning of next seasion, the marque will focus its motorsport sponsorship programme on Ford Performance Racing and Stone Brothers Racing, although all other Ford teams will also receive free FG Falcon race car shells, a crash panel programme and ongoing engineering and technical support.
	Heading p03: FPR PRACTICES DEFENCE MOVES IN NT
	Text p02 column 02: "Motorsport is a key part of our brand strength in Australia," said Ford Australia Marketing & Sales Vice President Mark Winslow. "The passion it generates amongst performance car enthusiasts is second-to-none, which is why it will continue to be important for our brand going forward. 

"However, as the market diversifies it is imperative we target marketing messages in a manner that reflects that diversity."
	Text p02 column 03: Mark Winterbottom and Steve Richards prepared for the defence of their championship lead with the Northern Territory Defence Force before this weekend's racing at Hidden Valley Raceway.

The pair took part in a naval training operation, piloting a RHIB (rigid-hulled inflatable boat) in a mock-boarding after a guided tour of the Navy’s Armidale Class Patrol Boat HMAS ARARAT.

“Going on boats and riding in armoured vehicles is my idea of fun!” said #6 Castrol FPR Falcon driver Steve Richards. “I’m pretty interested in most things mechanical so I’ve loved
	Text p02 column 04: finding out about what these guys get up to."

In the afternoon, the army gave FPR’s two drivers a lesson in abseiling before  letting them sample an eight-wheel-drive ASLAV (Australian Light
	Text p02 column 05: Armoured Vehicle) at the Darwin base.

"It’s something I’ve never done before," said #5 Orrcon Ford Credit FPR Falcon driver Frosty. "These machines are really impressive.”
	Next Round Date: July 18th – 20th
	Next Round No: Rd 07 – Ipswich


