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RACE RESULTS

RACE ONE
Frosty 21st / Richo 8th

RACE TWO
Frosty 4th / Richo 5th

RACE THREE
Frosty 4th / Richo 9th
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Round 12 — Bahrain

FPR REVIVAL IN BAHRAIN

Spectacular driving from Mark
Winterbottom in Bahrain kept
Ford Performance Racing’s
championship hopes alive as he
fought back from an initial
setback.

Frosty was resurgent in
Saturday’s race two, making up
eight places in the opening
four laps and executing a
perfect pit strategy to finish
fourth, despite starting 21st
after a collision with Garth
Tander in Friday's race one.

In some of the best racing of
the year, the top five cars diced
for the entire 32 laps of the
Gulf Air Desert 400’s third and
final race. The Orrcon Steel
Ford Credit FPR Falcon was
never out of the running but
was just edged out of a
podium spot for a second
fourth-place finish.

““| got a ripper start in both
races and if you’d told me on

Saturday morning | would get
two fourth-place finishes |
would have been happy,” said
Frosty, who remains 2nd in the
championship. “The points are
good but it’s just unfortunate
for us that Jamie Whincup was
S0 quick.

“We haven’t given up. Until
the chequered flag drops at
Oran Park we won’t concede.
Each round is getting a lot

www.fpr.com.au

harder but you never know
what will happen; we’ve got
two more tracks, two different
scenarios.”

Team-mate Steve Richards’
Castrol FPR Falcon was a jet
following alterations after race
one and he finished race two
fifth from eighth on the grid.
Similar adjustments proved a
step too far in race three,
however, and he slipped back
to ninth. Despite that, Richo
made up one championship
place and is now lying fifth
behind Craig Lowndes.

“It’s important to gain as much
knowledge as you can by
trying subtle changes to make
the car a fraction better and
that worked out for us today,”
said Richo. “In race two | could
attack, which puts you in a
totally different atmosphere in
terms of how we can drive the
car; we could put pressure on
the guys in front.™
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APIR
BRIERS

Five-time Bathurst 1000 winner Mark
Skaife has announced his retirement
from fulltime V8 Supercar racing at
the age of 41. Skaife is among the
sport's greatest champions, winning
five Bathursts and five Australian
touring car championships in a career
that started started in a Nissan
Gazelle in 1987.

The Clipsal 500’s economic benefit to
Adelaide totalled $217.9m in its first
10 years according to South
Australian Deputy Premier Kevin
Foley. He made the statement at the
launch of the 2009 event, at which he
also announced a $20 million cash
injection for temporary facilities as
well as an entertainment schedule to
rival the Gold Coast Indy. Bands
scheduled to play include the
Potbelleez, Faker, Wolfmother and
the Getaway Plan.

Seven’s coverage of the Desert 400
amounted to the single biggest
international sports broadcast
undertaken by an Australian network
this year, besides Seven’s Olympic
Games coverage. The network took
23 on-track cameras and 21 in-car
cameras to the Middle-Eastern track.

prodriue

More information:

LUCY PEACOCK

03 9300 7356 or 0407 807 336
Ipeacock@fpr.com.au

NEXT V8 SUPERCAR ROUND
Rd 13 — Tasmania

November 21st - 23rd
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FORD'S V8 PRICE CHANGE

Ford Motorsport Manager Ray Price has
accepted a role as Service Engineering
Director within Ford Asia Pacific and
Africa.

He will remain involved with Ford
Motorsport until the end of the year,
attending the V8 rounds at Tasmania and
Oran Park.

Price said one of the biggest
achievements during his time as Ford

Motorsport Manager was the design,
development and launch of the FGO1
earlier this year.

“That was a fantastic achievement for all
involved and the teams, especially FPR and
888, did a fantastic job,” he said.

Price, whose V8 replacement has yet to be
announced, will report to Ford’s Executive
Director for the Asia Pacific and Africa
Customer Service Office.

FPR RESTRUCTURES ENGINEERING DEPT

Ford Performance Racing
has restructured its
engineering team in a final
push for the V8 Supercar
team and driver
championships.

The relationship between
driver and race engineer is
one of the most important

Mark Winterbottom now
has regular Race Engineer
Dan Kroehn at his disposal
as well as Chief Engineer
Phil Keed, who will be
overseeing both cars from
now on. FPR Data Engineer
Ben Inkster has replaced
Keed as Race Engineer on
Steve Richards’ Castrol FPR
Falcon.

"With data, you're focused
on reliability and making
sure the data is flowing
onto everyone,” said
Inkster. “Now I’'m purely
focused on the set-up and

www.fpr.com.au

fundamental running of
the car. | enjoy it much
more because | feel
connected to the car and
what it’s doing on track."

""Bennie’s got to be a
psychologist, on top
technically and his ability
to communicate is
absolutely critical,” said
Richo. “It’s a whole new
challenge and it’s
probably the right time
for that to happen.*
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