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	Round date: Round 13 – Tasmania 
	Heading p01: TITLE DOWN TO THE WIRE
	Text p01 column 01: Ford Performance Racing found fresh pace this weekend in Symmons Plains but the team’s V8 Supercar Championship title hopes took a knock as Jamie Whincup extended his lead in Tasmania.

Mark Winterbottom finished fourth overall behind title rival Whincup but with only one round left, the 233-point gap to the lead looks daunting.

Frosty was battling at the front all weekend but the 888 cars were a force to be reckoned with. “Obviously 888 has found something because both cars have upped their speed,” said the Orrcon Steel Ford Credit FPR driver. “They’re just so dominant but in that last race our car was probably as good. If I’d have got Todd [Kelly] I would have been more with it but I just couldn’t have a go. I went deeper and deeper into the corners but never
	Text p01 column 02: 
cars, your brakes are hot and it’s very difficult to pass. You make your way through and then something out of your control scuppers your effort! You feel disappointed for everyone not just yourself.”

Whincup now needs only 63 points to put the title out of reach for FPR, who will go to Oran Park in two weeks.
	Text p01 column 03:  really found the limit.

After a none-finish on Saturday, Steve Richards drove through from the back of the grid in race two to run in 14th.  Some gutsy passing manoeuvres came to nothing, however, when the category-specified Motec CDI unit failed, forcing him to retire six laps from the chequered flag.

Starting from the back again in the third and final race of the weekend, Richo persevered and made his way up to 17th. 

“The car was fantastic,” said the Castrol FPR Falcon driver. “The changes we made were probably a little bit more out on a limb than we would normally make but it was definitely the right decision. 

“Starting from the back just means you’re in a queue of
	Pointscore: RACE ONE
Frosty 03 / Richo DNF

RACE TWO
Frosty 04 / Richo DNF

RACE THREE
Frosty 04 / Richo 17
	Text p02 column briefs: North Queensland residents queued overnight to get tickets for the inaugural 2009 Townsville 400 V8 Supercar race next July, after a limited number were released last week. the official ticket launch was held at Jupiters Townsville, where Thousands queued, with all 10,000 pre-sale tickets going before Ticketek closed shop. By midnight on Saturday night approximately 50 people had pitched tents for the night and by 9am the queue stretched for 1km. People drove from as far as Mount Isa and Moranbah to be at the launch, desperate not to miss a chance of being part of V8 Supercars history.


V8 Supercars Australia Chairman Tony Cochrane has revealed that a second round of the Championship is being investigated for the Middle East for 2010. He made the revelation during the Channel 7 telecast of Round 12 of the V8 Championship in Bahrain, and later reiterated it to sections of the Australian media. Racetracks in the running include Abu Dhabi, Doha and Dubai and the date will likely be held within 10 days of the Bahrain races.
	Heading p02: FROSTY STILL HOPEFUL 
	Text p02 column 01: Mark Winterbottom is looking to defy the odds and secure the V8 Supercar Championship Series from the runner-up position when the racing wraps up at Oran Park next month.

For the last five years, only once has the points leader from the penultimate round thrown it away in the grand final but, importantly, that person was Frosty’s main 2008 rival and current leader Jamie Whincup.
	Heading p03: TASSIE-BOUND V8 TRUCKS ALL AT SEA
	Text p02 column 02: "He’s cracked under the pressure before and I can only hope he’ll do it again,” said the Orrcon Steel Ford Credit FPR Falcon driver, who is 233 points behind with a maximum 300 still up for grabs. “He’s got a pretty big margin on me though; he’d have to have a shocker and absolutely throw it away at Oran Park, but stranger things have happened.”

Racing resumes in two weeks.
	Text p02 column 03: Ford Performance Racing’s transporter was cast adrift on the way to Symmons Plains after a the Toll Ship, bound for Tasmania, broke down in the Bass Strait. 

Other trucks on board included the HSV Dealer Team, Britek Motorsport, Sprint Gas Racing and Holden Racing Team transporter. 

The crew eventually got the ship’s two engines going but a tug was still required to help the ship when it came into Burnie. 

The ship arrived at 1pm, four hours later than its forecast arrival time. 

The day before, FPR drivers Steve Richards and Mark Winterbottom had been shown aboard by the Tasmanian Achiever's crew.

The ship, built in 1999, was captained by Bob Bailey who spent time talking to the FPR drivers before setting sail late on Wednesday evening. 

	Text p02 column 04: "He was telling us the ship has four 20,000HP engines," said Richo. "In the end, it made it accross the Bass Strait with only one of those! We weren't worried at all; those things are built to last."
	Next Round Date: December 4th - 7th
	Next Round No: R14 - ORAN PARK (NSW) 


