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	Round date: Round 11 – Gold Coast Indy
	Heading p01: A CLASS APART AT INDY
	Text p01 column 01: Mark Winterbottom and V8 Supercar Championship Series rivals Jamie Whincup and Garth Tander were untouchable around Surfers Paradise this weekend.

The three racers consistently lapped in the 1m50s, the only cars to do so, and streaked ahead of the pack to finish 11 seconds clear with Ford Performance Racing’s drivers claiming fastest lap in all three Gold Coast races.

In the end though, qualifying fourth prevented Frosty from leap-frogging Tander and Whincup on the narrow street circuit and he finished all three races and the round in third place in the Orrcon Steel Ford Credit FPR Falcon.

“It’s frustrating because you’ve got a quicker car and normally you soldier  through,” said Frosty.
	Text p01 column 02: “Every track is unique though and qualifying is important here; I can’t blame anyone but myself for not putting it on pole.

“It was good racing; three guys in championship contention who don’t want  to throw points away.  From the outside it may have looked like we’re following the leader but when you’ve got spongy brakes or
	Text p01 column 03: wrecked tyres, not making a mistake in those conditions for 27 laps  is very tough.”

Team-mate Steve Richards had to contend with a dicey attack from Cameron McConville that saw him drop four places in Race Two. The battle-scarred Castrol FPR Falcon crossed the line in 12th and a great pit stop in race three saw him make gains to finish eighth.

“The car was a heap better in that last race but I was just stuck behind a load of cars; buried in traffic," said Richo. "We had a good pit stop; when they’d all worked out we had a big improvement.”

Team Principal Tim Edwards said FPR would regroup and come back stronger: “We’ve got to understand why we didn’t qualify well and make sure we don’t make the same mistakes again."
	Pointscore: RACE ONE
Frosty 3 / Richo 11

RACE TWO
Frosty 3 / Richo 12

RACE THREE
Frosty 3 / Richo 8
	Text p02 column briefs: In a V8 Supercar first, North Queensland residents will be able to pre-purchase tickets for the inaugural Townsville 400 before the rest of Australia. 30,000 tickets will be on sale to residents from 9am Sunday, November 16 to 5pm Tuesday November 18. Only those living in Rockhampton will be eligible for the exclusive passes. The official ticketing agency for the Townsville 400, to be held from July 10 to 12 next year, will be Ticketek.

V8 Supercar legend Mark Skaife is rumoured to be announcing his retirement later this week after a string of disappointing results.

Paul Radisich and Paul Weel are both on the road to recovery following heavy accidents at the Bathurst 1000 two weeks ago. Weel was at the Indy 300 this weekend after being discharged from hospital with severe bruising. Radisich has undergone two operations on a shattered right ankle and foot and is said to be unlikely to make a return to motorsport.

Mark Winterbottom debuted a new helmet at the Indy 300 (see below).
	Heading p02: '09 INDY FORMAT UNSURE
	Text p02 column 01: V8 Supercars will be roaring around Surfers Paradise next year whether the Americans decide to bring the IndyCars to Queensland again or not according to category boss Tony Cochrane.

He assured fans  this weekend that the Ford versus Holden category is cemented into a deal to run at the Surfers street track for the next five years

IndyCar Series bosses have been stalling a
	Heading p03: FORD 2008 V8 SUPERCAR CHAMPIONS
	Text p02 column 02: decision to continue with an Australian round, which has become an institution since the first CART race was held at Surfers in 1991.

Indy Racing League boss Tony George this weekend refused to announce future plans for another two weeks, a decision which angered local organisers and fans.

Aussie Ryan Briscoe won what could be the last IndyCar race on the Gold Coast.
	Text p02 column 03: Ford has secured the 2008 V8 Supercar Manufacturer’s Championship after winning the Surfers Paradise round, pulling out an unassailable lead over Holden.

Ford’s V8 Supercar Falcons have been the dominant force in 2008, with wins spread across three Blue Oval outfits including Ford Performance Racing, TeamVodafone and Jim Beam Racing.

“We were fairly confident we would secure the  win before the final few rounds,” said Ford's Ray Price. “In the past it has gone down to the last round, and with an equal number of events this year  it had the potential to be
	Text p02 column 04: much closer competition.  

“Garth Tander is the only driver who has managed a win for the red side, with three to his name.”   

Ford's contributing drivers include Jamie Whincup 
	Text p02 column 05: with four round wins – one shared with Craig Lowndes at Bathurst – FPR’s Mark Winterbottom who has so far claimed two, plus Will Davison and Steven Richards with one round win each. 
	Next Round Date: November 6th – 8th
	Next Round No: Rd 12 – Bahrain, Sakhir


