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RACE RESULTS

RACE ONE
Frosty 23 / Richo 4

RACE TWO
Frosty 12 / Richo 3

RACE THREE
Frosty 18 / Richo 17
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Round 14 — Oran Park

ORAN PARK DRAMA FINAL

Mark Winterbottom has
secured second place in the V8
Supercar Championship Series
despite some dramatic twists
and turns for Ford Performance
Racing at Oran Park.

The Orrcon Steel Ford Credit
FPR Falcon driver started from
P23 in Sunday's first race after
a pit lane penalty on Saturday
cost him a top ten finish. He
battled to 12th but Garth
Tander, who was snapping at
Frosty’s heels for second in the
championship, took victory
piling the pressure on for the
final race of the year.

Frosty surged off the start and
made good progress but an
untimely safety car period saw
him parked behind team-mate
Steve Richards as the Castrol
FPR Falcon stopped for tyres
and a ten-second jump-start
penalty. Frosty eventually
finished 18th, securing second
in the championship by 31

points. "Jamie Whincup had a
dreadful day, only scoring 24
points from two races; if he’d
had that kind of luck on
Saturday we might have been
in with a chance,” said Frosty.
“Having said that, we had the
same sort of day. We weren’t
good enough, it’s that simple;
no ifs, no buts. We’ve got
three months to up our game;
we’ll come back with two shiny
new cars as hungry as ever.”

Richo, meanwhile, seemed to
be heading for fifth in the
championship after a podium
finish in the day’s first race,
when he was aggresively
edged out of second by Russell
Ingall in the dying laps.

"Of course rubbing is part of
racing," said Richo. ""But the
difference is he deliberately
punted me wide and gained a
position. There’s rubbing and
there’s punting and he
punted."

www.fpr.com.au

Richo leapt off the start and
into the lead of race three but
was judged to have moved too
soon and received a ten
-second penalty. That saw him
finish the race in 17th and
relegated to eighth in the
championship. “I’'m sure |
didn’t jump the start,” he said.
"I'm positive, but that sealed
the deal. That call cost us fifth
place and a potential podium;
it changed our whole result."”
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FPV’s annual open day will be held
on Sunday March 1st, 2009. The day
will include a huge display of FPV
and Ford vehicles from the past and
present as well as tours of the FPV,
FPR and Prodrive workshops. Mark
Winterbottom and Steve Richards will
both be on hand to answer questions
and sign autographs. Gates open
from 9am at the Glenbarry Road
facility, Campbellfield.

Two of V8 Supercars’ biggest
characters saw their last full-time V8
drive this weekend at Oran Park.
Five-time champion, Mark Skaife and
Paul ‘The Dude’ Morris have both
ended their full-time driving careers
to pursue other interests.

V8 Supercar drivers have applauded a
rule change that will allow start line
burnouts to keep temperature in the
tyres. Ford Performance Racing’s
Mark Winterbottom welcomed the
rule change, saying after the warm up
lap, tyres cooled as drivers sat
stationery on the grid. “The F1 guys
and all these other categories do it
and we haven’t been allowed to so
it's a great thing,” he said.

prodriue

More information:

LUCY PEACOCK

03 9300 7356 or 0407 807 336
Ipeacock@fpr.com.au

NEXT V8 SUPERCAR ROUND
R1 — Clipsal 500, Adelaide

March 19-22 2009
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MAGNIFICENT 09 FOR FPR

Ford Performance Racing has enjoyed its
best-ever V8 Supercar year with 2008
highlights including its first 1-2 round
result and some breath-taking racing.

Mark Winterbottom led the charge with
some dominant performances including
round wins in Perth and Queensland.

“Sometimes it just felt like we couldn’t
have got it any more right!” said the
Orrcon Steel Ford Credit Falcon driver.

""The car was good, the conditions were
right, | drove well; it's hard to beat.”

"The stand-out moments would have to
be Hamilton and Darwin,” said Steve
Richards. “To get pole and a round
podium so early in the year in New
Zealand gave me such momentum

In total FPR scored seven round podiums
in 2008 and eight race wins, finishing
second for its best-ever V8 Supercar result.

VS SAY FAREWELL TO ORAN PARK

Last weekend saw the final V8 Supercar
Championship Series round to be held at
Oran Park, the iconic NSW circuit, which is
set to be demolished in a year’s time.

Built in 1963, Oran Park has hosted a

round of the Australian Touring Car / V8
Supercar Championship every year since
1971, making this year the 38th running.

Seventeen different winners have graced
the podium’s top step including three
round wins by Jim Richards, father of FPR’s
Steve Richards, and Ford has taken 14
round wins against the likes of Nissan,
Holden, Chevrolet, Mazda, Volvo, Nissan
and BMW.

The circuit will still be open for racing in
2009 but will no longer host the pinnacle
of Australia’s racing drivers.

FPR's Mark Winterbottom is originally
from Doonside, not far from Oran Park.
Many of his early career steps were taken

www.fpr.com.au

at the NSW circuit. "'It's got some great
memories for me," said Frosty. "'I'm sad
to see it go, but Homebush, in the centre
of Sydney, is going to be an awesome
finale next year!"
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