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	Round date: Round 9 – Phillip Island 
	Heading p01: FPR'S BIG GAMBLE
	Text p01 column 01: Ford Performance Racing braved a rain-drenched track on slicks yesterday in an audacious bid to beat the obstacles flung at them by Phillip Island's L&H 500. 

The decision was a brave gamble by the team to maintain its hard-won advantage, gained by pitting early for fresh tyres. That tactical master stroke vaulted Mark Winterbottom from 5th to 1st with a 20 second lead over title rivals Triple Eight.

Disaster struck on lap 71, however, when the heavens opened. Most V8 Supercar Championship Series cars opted to dive in the garage for wets but FPR did the math and backed Steve Richards to keep it on track until the sun and wind cleared the conditions.

"I was absolutely driving around to stay on the black 
	Text p01 column 02: 
front still needed to pit, but the rain intervened with James Courtney out-braking himself into Luke Youlden and damaging the FPR car's steering. The team repaired the damage and Youlden brought it home in 24th.

“The car was just a jet and very consistent,” said co-driver Dean Canto.
	Text p01 column 03: stuff in the rain," said Richo. "You couldn't apply 10% throttle without the car wanting to go sideways. We lost so much time but we'll learn from that."

The brave gamble did not pay off, but the team's losses were minimised thanks to a safety car on lap 80 regulating the pace.

When the dust settled, the Castrol FPR Falcon was in 10th with just 33 laps to make up the short fall. 

Richo pulled off some gutsy moves against the likes of Lee Holdsworth and James Courtney to finish 4th.

The Orrcon Steel Ford Credit FPR Falcon, meanwhile, recovered from qualifying 27th to run as high as 14th. The car  seemed destined for a top 10 finish, as many of the cars in 
	Pointscore: RACE ONE
Frosty 12 / Canto DNF

RACE TWO
Richo 9 / Youlden 19

RACE THREE
Car 5 - 04/ Car 6 - 24
	Text p02 column briefs: Cameron Levick has been appointed the new CEO of V8 Supercars Australia, replacing the retiring Wayne Cattach. He joins the country’s largest motorsport category from his recent post as a senior executive with Vodafone.

V8 Supercars has been forced to freeze the release of the 2009 Championship Series calendar, citing "several issues" as cause of the delay. V8 Chairman Tony Cochrane did announce, however, that the Surfers Paradise round will proceed in October next year with or without the IndyCar series. The full calendar was scheduled to be announced during the L&H 500 at Phillip Island this weekend.

V8 Supercars Australia Board has sought a parity review between the VE Commodore and BF Falcon. Holden Racing Team’s Mark Skaife requested the parity review after the Queensland Raceway round of the Championship on the basis the Falcon had an aerodynamic advantage over the Commodore. A report is expected before October 22, when the board next meets.
	Heading p02: ENDURO DRIVER INTROS
	Text p02 column 01: Dean Canto and Luke Youlden made their FPR debuts in the Orrcon Steel Ford Credit FPR Falcon this weekend as Steve Richards and Mark Winterbottom paired up in the Castrol FPR Falcon for the L&H 500.

Both drivers’ credentials are impressive, with Canto earning two development series titles and Youlden winning in Formula Ford, GTs and finishing runner up in the 2004 development series.
	Heading p03: ENDURO QUALIFYING CONUNDRUM
	Text p02 column 02: In the V8 Supercar Championship Series, Canto competed in the full championship last year with Garry Rogers Motorsport and has been competing in the endurance races for the last 10 years.

Youlden, the son of Australian Production Car champion Kent Youlden, has been competing in enduros since 2000 and his stand-out year was 2004, when he partnered Steve Ellery to 2nd at Sandown and 3rd at the Bathurst 1000.
	Text p02 column 03: Qualifying for the L&H 500 gave team engineers a headache this weekend at Phillip Island, with several new variables thrown in to boost the drama.

The intrigue started on Friday night when each car’s two drivers were nominated into A and B categories by the teams. V8 Supercar revealed their identities that evening, before which engineers had no idea who their chosen A and B drivers would be competing against in the qualifying stages.

Saturday saw A and B time trials decide the grid for A and B sprint races, with the added strategic head-ache of one mandatory pit stop, which could be taken by either the A or B driver during the 14-lap sprints. 

"Obviously the team has a job to do in respect of the strategy for the sprint races and I just have to drive the car as fast as I can and not get caught out in dramas," rationalised Steve Richards.
	Text p02 column 04: "This new format made the team work it out as the race unfolded."

Combined A & B sprint results determined the L&H 500 grid.
	Next Round Date: October 09 - 12
	Next Round No: Rd 10 – Bathurst 1000


