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	Text p02 column briefs: 
Adelaide’s opening rounds saw the introduction of a brand new chassis for Mark Winterbottom. The Number 5 car is an evolution of its predecessor, with added tubing in the roll cage. Winterbottom commented that it feels more reactive and gives better feedback.


Aussie cricketing legend Greg Matthews was a guest in the FPR garage this weekend and the former international, who played 33 test matches for Australia between 1983 and 1993, says he will be back again.“Obviously I’m a good luck charm,” said Matthews who is New South Wales’ leading wicket taker. “I walked into the garage on Saturday and Frosty took the lead! This is my first Clipsal 500 but I’ve been to Eastern Creek and Bathurst and it just kills Formula One!”


Adelaide saw record crowds of 291,000 over the four-day Clipsal 500 event. The news was a great way to celebrate the race’s 10th anniversary, which was marked over the weekend.
	Next Round No: Rd 02 – Eastern Creek
	Next Round Date: March 7th – 9th
	Text p02 column 03: Clipsal 500 set the scene for an historic V8 Supercar announcement, as it emerged all entries will be run on E85 fuel from 2009 in a bid to make the sport more environmentally friendly. 


	Heading p02: SEQUENTIAL SUCCESS
	Text p02 column 01: Following a successful pre-season test at Winton, the team introduced a sequential gear box to the Ford Falcon at Clipsal.

“It took a little bit of fine tuning on our shift cut-out operation,” said FPR Race Engineer, Clinton Wilson. “Basically, when you’re changing gear, there’s a strain generated on the gear lever and that goes into a trigger box which, once it registers a certain load, triggers the engine ECU and tells it to cut the ignition. We’re talking milliseconds; long enough to unload the gear box and allow it to disengage one gear and engage the next. 
	Heading p03: V8 SUPERCARS TO RUN E85 FROM 2009
	Text p02 column 04: The revelation, which will see the current 100 octane brand replaced with an 85% ethanol blend, will present challenges to all the teams, not least because some of the rubber used inside V8 engines could be affected by the new chemical.

“There are seals in all the fuel pumps, dry brakes and the fuel cells themselves,” said FPR’s Race Engineer, Clinton Wilson. “Some of it needs to be certified as ethanol compatible.”


	Text p02 column 02: “Going from the H-pattern to the sequential, we were able to speed up that cut-out operation and also reduce the shift load required, which improved the shifting time and made it easier on the driver.”

In fact, with the combined effect of the faster shifts and reduced driver strain,  the team found the new sequential gearbox could be saving them up to 0.2s every lap.

 “So far so good,” said driver Mark Winterbottom, who finished race one second. “It’s going to be the future; the top five cars had them at least.”
	Text p02 column 05: Board members Larry Perkins and Ross Stone will assist in the technical challenges teams face to meet the 2009 target.

“It will definitely affect the engine tuning,” said Wilson, who engineers Mark Winterbottom’s car. “Whether it’s going to give us more or less power is something we’ll have to wait and see!”

	Round date: Round? –tyjtyjtyjtyjf 
	Heading p01: DRAMA, GOOD AND BAD
	Text p01 column 01: Drama, good and bad, defined the V8 Supercar Championship’s opening round for Ford Performance Racing last weekend, with a podium and a wipe-out for the Prodrive-run team.

Mark ‘Frosty’ Winterbottom led the charge as he qualified third for the first race, with team-mate Steven Richards getting caught in traffic during the fleeting third sector of this year’s revised qualifying format.

The Castrol FPR Falcon driver started from ninth but was soon running in the top five after a meteoric start, eventually finishing fifth. Frosty, meanwhile, executed a mastermind strategy, emerging from his two compulsory stops as race leader until, practically within sight of the chequered 
	Text p01 column 02: flag, Jamie Whincup got the better of the FPR driver and slid into the lead at Turn One. 

Winterbottom was magnanimous on the second step of the podium, however, optimistic of his first Clipsal 500 win in the next day’s racing; unfortunately it was not to be.
	Text p01 column 03: Frosty resumed his titanic battle with Whincup right off the start line, leading in the early stages of the race, but it was the 888 drivers’ team-mate Craig Lowndes who was to scupper FPR’s race. In the closing stages Lowndes dived up the inside of Frosty’s Ford Falcon, dropping him to fifth, and then collected the 26-year-old in a pile up as he tried the same move on James Courtney three laps later. 

Richards’ race nearly ended the same way after a water leak in the car caught him in the eye, temporarily blinding the FPR driver and causing him to miss a corner. The peculiar accident cost him a possible podium, but he eventually finished fifteenth to maintain his 100% finishing record in all 20 Clipsal 500 events, the only driver to have done so.

	Pointscore: 1. Jamie Whincup 300
2. Lee Holdsworth 258
3. Rick Kelly 192
4. Steven Johnson 186
5. Todd Kelly 180
6. Shane van Gisbergen 180
7. Greg Murphy 174
8. Steve Richards 171
11. Mark Winterbotton 138


